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1. AS WE APPROACH THIS HOLIDAY SEASON, I WISH TO EXPRESS 
MY GREAT APPRECIATION TO YOU AND THE MEMBERS OF YOUR 
MISSION IN KABUL FOR YOUR FULL AND UNSTINTING SUPPORT 
DURING THE PAST YEAR. 

2. FOR THE NEA AREA THIS HAS BEEN A YEAR OF ACCOMPLISHMENT, 
PARTICULARLY IN THE ARAB-ISRAEL CONTEXT, AS WELL AS A YEAR 
OF DIFFICULT READJUSTMENT TO NEW ECONOMIC REALITIES. MUCH 
WORK OF COURSE REMAINS TO BE DONE. 

3. IN SOUTH ASIA WE HAVE WITNESSED STEADY PROGRESS IN OUR 
OBJECTIVE OF NORMALIZATION OF RELATIONS AMONG THE COUNTRIES 
OF THE REGION; AND WE HAVE REALIZED OUR OWN AIMS OF EN- 
HANCING OUR BILATERAL RELATIONS WITH ALMOST EVERY SOUTH 
ASIAN NATION. 

4. ONE OF THE HIGHLIGHTS OF MY FIRST YEAR AS NEA ASSISTANT 
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SECRETARY IN EARLY NOVEMBER. WITH YOUR FINE HELP THE 

SECRETARY'S TALKS IN KABUL HELPED TO ADD TO THE FRIENDLY 
RELATIONS WITH THE GOVERNMENT OF AFGHANISTAN. I WAS ALSO 
DELIGHTED TO HAVE A FIRST-HAND OPPORTUNITY TO MEET 
PERSONALLY WITH AFGHAN LEADERS AS WELL AS WITH MANY OF 
YOU. SINCE MY VISIT TO KABUL I AM EVEN MORE GRATEFUL TO 
ALL OF YOU FOR YOUR PERFORMANCE UNDER DIFFICULT CONDITIONS 
IN ADVANCING THE INTERESTS OF THE UNITED STATES. 

5. ON BEHALF OF ALL YOUR COLLEAGUES IN NEA, I WISH TO 
EXTEND MY VERY BEST WISHES FOR A MERRY CHRISTMAS AND A 
HAPPY AND PRODUCTIVE NEW YEAR TO EACH OF YOU AND YOUR 
FAMILIES. SINCERELY, ALFRED L. ATHERTON. 

6. DECONTROL UPON RECEIPT. KISSINGER 
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